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Late-flowering perennials and shrubs combine with
turning autumn leaves to create a garden of rich
seasonal colour at Bourton House in Gloucestershire

WOHDE VANESSA BERRIDGE PHOTOGRARFHS MARK BOLTON
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Pvramids of variegated
box punctuate lines of
latticework, chosen from a
book of Chinese designs

|.'.I'|-'III.!."_‘.|II\.' H:n.l-;'n A SUTAYY, e ASPech, Ik cdegant
18ch-century house is clad in dipped lines of orange-
berried Pyracamilra “Mohave', and sits comifortably
i a garden seructwred by yew hedging and Corswold
stome walls,

Bourton House has been cowned by Roekof
Chuimtus since 2010, bur for ehe previous 27 years,
it was the home of the Pasces., Momigque Faice,
working with then head gardencr Paul Williams,
was responsible for creating the bones and planning
the planging of the garden thar is open to the public
from Aprl v Cerober. Head gardener is now

“aul Michalls, in his 19th year at
Bowrton House, and ably assisced
by Jacky Rac and Gareth Griffichs,
all of whom rake a proprictorial
interest in the ganden. Just keepang
the extenszive vew hedging and box
BOpHary neat 1= a task in isclf.

Ik curtain-raiser is the frone
parterre, with sparals, pwists,
roundels, cones, and sweeps of box
like quiche slices, plus vew pillars,
and mophcad Preosns lasdtanicad
“Myrtifolia’ inopots, The cultvar
wias chosen becanse irs small leaves
bisiok less rapgged when they are
newly clipped than the larger leaves
of the specics.

Another fease of box in the Knot Garden has ar
it centre a large basketwork pond, planted with
wiands of Sefrmis; water bubbles up from a spring
o the kall, Pyra mids of '..|.ri|,'|,_*-.1l|;-\.,|. box puncIuang
lines of box latescowaork, chosen from a baok of
Chinese designs discovered by the Paices. Running
along one side of the Knot Garden s a line of yews,
underplanied with echiums, FHydranges aspera
subsp. sargeniiama and Ginners. A Pauloionria

foRtentoss is cut

Clackwise from tap & hard back in spring,

farmily of box chickens

"-I.I|.'||'lr'.."'-‘\-irllﬁ ins Hlowers,
Cluster on the gravel

path in front of Abutilss
‘Boube da Meige”; 1ha
pirk flovecers of Fonchaiy
arbavaseans: the Knot
Garden with its cantral
baskatwark pond,
thrulsby Caratostingrmna
Wil BanwTT produces
Bilui Hiovwirs in autumn,

ba allowing its beaves

o groww as large as

pPlarers by lare summer,
Steps drop down

through vew hedging

1o the main lawn

on which stand

two goldet-shaped
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PAUL'S
PLANTING
ADVICE

@ It is important to
g sormm bk of
prize plants in case
of & haed wantier
Divide plants and
pot up divisions for
CARFWINDERing in
thr greenhouse or
conservatony. It is alse
wiorth taking a faw
euttings at this tire

& Got the basics right
in the first place for
your containars. Lisa

a8 good guahlty soil-
based compost (rather
than paat-bated which
can dry out faster)
‘Water ard fertilise
pots regudarty.

# Buy quality plants
from reputable
FHLBF Sy PTIER.

& Watering, feeding
and deadheading are
all rmgortant for a
succescion of flovwer.

® Don't be afraid of
trying out different
ComBinations in your
CONTAMErs = you Can
do it for a year at a
time to get a sense of
wihiat wou might ke
Try someathing such ag
a small shrub, which
misght have & leaf
shape or form that
Woel WL,

& Haap the hoe going
regularty 5o that
weads don't have a
chance to take control

® Don't b comiplacant
Aot the sy wear
DUMSETEER e &N
Cloudy daws.

[n a warm summer, such as we've just
experienced, Paul and his team spend hours
watering and deadheading the plant-packed beds

Parrotia persica, now the colour of caramel,
The lawi is surrounded an three sides by decp
mixed borders of annuals, hardy, half-hardy and
tencber perenndals, and shrubs. This is a high-
maimenance garden, with abutilons, such as the
dark red ‘Mabob' and contrasting white “Boule
de Neige!, being lilved, over-wingered and then
replanted in the borders each spring. Flardy
perenmials, such as Heleriwns " Wyndley’, are
regularly divided in Seprember,

The West Lawn border is predominantly
blue-purple, with 5aliia lewcantla, 5. nliginosa,
5. tAmiastad”, Perciskera “Blue Spire’, Perztemion
‘Alice Hindley', Hyvdrargea aspera Villosa
{nrn.ll.lp and Aster x .I"r.'l'..lrru. [here arc white
'|1||.:|'|'||5.:hr~. ol the ||'u|r~||'.r Lol asaers
stsyvimabrrirfodtiens and A nemone x
Fvlerida *Honosring Joberr”, an<
darker contrasts from Abntilan
Wabaob' and Poresrilla mepalensis

Aoy The Warm Border
of Saivia Bucanthe,
Canng 'Durban’, Dahdia
‘MoonTing’ and Rl
‘Capenoch Skar

*Sdiss Willmott', Structure is oven by Tetrapanax
‘Rex® and Rbus beplrma.

[} !ppq wite is the hor-colourad Warm Rorder,
hacked |1:. Coeranrs “Girace”, Encorvmins
r.-|'.1.lr1'r-.--: and Cormers aiha *Elegannssima”. As
the shrubs have grown bagger, so the border
has been widened 1o make space tor a radiang
mix of ‘Bishop of Llandaf® and “Moonhire'
dahlias, brighe vellow, are-flowering Sefedia
mradrensis, Crocosena *Locifer’, Hefeminm
Wymdley”, Ligielaria “Brire Maric Crawlond” and
Argvrantirernem * lamaica Frimrose’,

[he terraced beds ar the end of the lawn are a
cheery jumble, with vellow Rudbeckia fulgida
rulbhing shoulders with blue Salids guarasmitica,
dark Pessiemon 'f‘|.1||,||||i.:|'||'..
fuchsias and Sedarr *Sarmona’,

The ;.ln,h-ﬂ 15 Full of STPrISes
angl contrasts. In a walled arca
lower down the shope are the
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White Garden's double
horders, 3 Famantic
duplay of Artemisia, the
tluffv-headed Achllea

parmnica Perry's W e,

Abowe Pyracaniia
‘Pohave” & trained un
thé sides of the howsea,
here with dainty Fuchsia
magedianica ‘Alka’

Ru!.lrm'_\'.l caniltert, Galega x hartlandin “Alba’,
Eryugiaem giganfeenn and Fivdrergea arbosescens
‘Annmabelle’, with Howerheads the size of foothalls,
Aanking the gares ar the end of the grave walk.

There 15 detailing everywhere, An arbour covered
with Duercns dex stands in the middle of Lovers”
Lamne a wall-hugging border of unfamiliar plants
including the pale vellow, cinnamaon spotted Awercra
syeenmeris, and Arendo donax “Variegara®, wich
SITUCTURS Proy ided By twan WO mulberrics.
e CpOsILe wall 1z lined with burtresses of Broxers
‘Rotunditolia’, interspersed with pots of white
MATgLErIes, and the Hr.l'l.'-c'l 15 scattered with a|'|ir,||u
of box, These pick up the shape of the scalloped line
af low box that runs beside Lovers” Lane,

There are both contrasts and echoes evervwhere,
which creates a rich and sarisfving expericnce for
visators — especially m antumn when a garden as

remarkahle as Bowrron Howse is indeed a rarioe. m

Cipenr Teeesday to Friolay, M-S pons, Aprrl o
Ohctaber [except the Easter weekend and lank
balidays), Bowurton Howse, Bowrtost-on-the-Hill,
Crloncestershing GFLAS BAE. Tel: (]384 TENIT54:
bonrtosbonse.com
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BOURTON HOUSE
GARDEN NOTEBOOI
Evergreens and some unusual seasonal planting
keep this garden full of interest as autumn peaks

BROX FEATURES
Baox topiary and hedging farm
major features at Bourton
Hiouse, -E-i-ﬂ&'tl&-'hr i B
Parterre and Knot Garden,
“We clip the box in May,” says
Baul, "and then might give it

a Bght tidy n September, but
mothing too fierce as the winter
woipa e can buern il

ABUTILON CARE

The abistilons are lif ted
in autumn, repotted and
Ehaan peuned in Nowemiber
before spending winter in a
polyiunnel. Ty aré planted
back in the ground in Late May
or early June, “We don't plant
tivemn out before then for fear
of late frosts,” siys Paul

WTUMN COLOUR
Towering beachas, their eaves
on the tuen, form a perfect
Bk rdd S this Autuminal
gardan. Much of the planting is
chasen o peiak in Septermber
as in this bed of bold yellow
Rudbeckia fulpida, Pensterman
‘Mdright” and asters planted
abowe tha muaim L,

SHMARTSTRUCTURE
Largn:- B chormng Gl SEreCiure
[ the deap terracod Dorcers,
which flank b shart flight of
steps at the bottom of the

A Mwn. Thisé clipged
bushes relate to the formality
elsewhere in the garden, amid
relased planting of Penstamon,
Piactravithus and Fuchsia,





